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‘Qumran Sect ﬂE@@ﬁi}}ﬂﬁf@@B eschatology" Rabb'“ #

T-he Prophetic
@?([ixaﬁ@@@ 28

“From the very beginning{ofithe studylofithefDead!Sea
Scrolls, itlhas|beenlclearithatithe/documentslofithe

Lawrence Schlffman ".;‘"yﬁ W AP
vis i g o o e :__:. - T R R B S it 2
nﬁ?ﬁn = e

“One cannot ap'broach this usage W|thout
presupposing that such use was gmded by an overall

eschatological perspective.” George Brooke



“The Dead Sea sect was the most
decidedly millenarian movement
in Second Temple Judaism and

possibly in antiquity altogether,
Christianity included.”

Shemaryahu Talmon, Hebrew University



Propheticlnterpreetation at Qun:rlg'ln ' .

“The eschatology atiQumraniremained primarily restorative,
with a restored Davidic kingdom, anianointed high priest and
a‘holy, temple purlfled people with a renewed covenant, and

. ‘\’z. '-.j N

God; S| blessmgs upon the land.’’

Evans; Cralg'A::“Qumran S Messmh How Important IsiHe22 Studies in the Dead Sea Scrolls
and Related therature Edlted by JohntiColli ns,and RobertA Kugler. (Grand Rapids, MI:

N\ 2K el <
Eerdmans; 2000) 3138$ Y

“Theseg;estoratwe wrltlngs arej understood tobe literal events
that will occur |n the future and(not aispiritualized text.”

Lawrence H. Schlffman Qumran and Jerusalem:iStudies’in the Dead Sea Scrolls and the
History/of/Judaism. Studies in the Dead:SeaScrollsiand'Related Literature (Grand

Rapids, Ml:;Eerdmans, 2010),288!
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The prophetic perspective of most of the major Sects of Judaism during the
Second Temple period was that inspired prophetic interpretation on the order of
the biblical prophets had ceased with the destruction of the First Temple was no
longer possible (cf. TB Berakoth 34b). By contrast, the Qumran Sect believed that
they were living in the "Last Days," during which time prophecy was expected to
be restored (cf. TB Baba Metzia 59b), that this restoration had already begun with
some of their. own leaders. Under prophetic agency the foundational documents,
and especially.the Pesharim, were believed to have been authored. Qumran saw
itself as an eschatologically oriented community and heir of God's eschatological
Spirit which they the basis and source of its spirituality. On the one hand the
community awaited the universal renewal of prophecy as a sign of the coming
age of redemption (cf. 1QS 9:10-11), while on the other hand they maintained a
prophetic continuity with the biblical prophets. This took the form of appointing
themselves as the living substitute for the defunct office of the prophet.



Though with the Judaism of their day they awaited the return of the messianic
Prophet, for the Qumran Community, their own Teacher of Righteousness was a
present prophet, superseding the earlier prophets in his understanding of the
ages. Therefore, their Sect was uniquely the recipient of men who were inspired by
the Spirit to interpret the future divine program. This was because, they were very
conscious that they were living in the final period. God had told Daniel: “... conceal
these words and seal up the book until the end of time” (Daniel 12:4). Therefore, as
the Israel of the Last Days, they stood in the unique position of continuing the
prophetic gifts of the Eirst Temple period now available since they had reached
“the end” when the knowledge of prophetic events would be revealed. As a result,
Old Testament prophetic texts which spoke of the "Last Days"” were interpreted by
the Sect as applying to them and their time. In addition, new prophetic texts were
produced by the community, and special prophetic insight was provided by their
inspired Teacher who received special revelation from God concerning "all the
secrets of the words of His servants, the prophets” (1QpHab 7. 4-5).
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Blbllcal ProphecyjadQumean!

% [iﬂ!@ indications of thetrust G}HY putiin@b
yjlandSof their preference glthisNor G}Eﬁ
I?@? instance, we have the ﬁ@[ﬁ]}ﬂii@ @ﬂ G:=m

@ﬂG}E bookiof Isaiah; moreithanfany;
ThIS bookfobviously/must have' been |mportant

[book: of] Ezekiellalsoplayed an |mportant
3

built thelr ownlinterpretation of history§EorexamplefthelWar;

Scroll clearly iS based on the story offthelbattle @ﬂ glof:
Magog in Ezeklelp[38 39]. They included Danlel GEGIiE@?
the writings, but as”prophet >

Shemaryahu,TaImo.n*., '
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Pesher Interpretation

A =i Pesher Habakkuk
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Messianic Fervor in the First Century

A The Dead Sea Sect (2" C. BCE/1s' C. CE)

A Judas the Galilean (6 CE) The Dead Sea Sect had an eschatology
developed from the Old Testament.

4 Y'shua (Jesus) (33 CE) Though they lived during a time that saw

/ Theudas (45 CE) the rise of messianic candidates, there is
no evidence they embraced any of them,

4 Menahem (66 CE) but remained in waiting for the one who

4 Shimon bar Giora (69-70 CE) would usher in the messianic era.

AShimon ben Kosiba (Bar Kochba) (132-135 CE)
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Testamonia

(90 BC)

A collection of biblical
texts recognized as
predicting the Messiah. It
Is written in a “chain-text”
style (cf. Hebrews 1:3-13)




4Q175 Messianic Testimonia
(90'BC)

Same scribe also wrote: 1QS, Rule of.community, 4Q175, 4QTest, lines 1-30

Deut. 8:28-20:118:18-19 — the Mosaic Prophet
Num. 24:15-17:—the star. & scepter. from Judah (Messianic King)

Deut. 33:8-11, Josh:.6:26 — punishment of Levite’s enemies

Taken together these verses refer to the
messianic offices of prophet, king and priest.
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Rule of King Messiah
The Florilegium (4Q174)
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The Incomparable Messiah
' 4Q491c, frg. 1
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4Q491c, frg. 1
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Son ofsManlin Apocalyptlc therature

“The Som offaem tha's superhuman,“heavenly
subllmlty He'is the cosmic Judge at the end of:
times? seated upon the thronefofiGod, he will
Judge ‘the whole human race\with the aid of
thePheavenly hosts, consigning: the just to
blessedness and'sinners to'the pit of hell; and
he will execute the sentence he passes.
Frequently he is identified with the Messiah.”

David Flusser, Jesus. Translated by Ronald Walls (New York: Herder & Herder, Inc., 1968),
p. 102.
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Messiah Raises the Dead
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Conclusion
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“For | will gather all the nations against Jerusalem to battle. ..
Lechariah 14:2



“On the day when the Kittim fall there shall be a battle and
horrible carnage before the God of Israel, for it is a day ’ ‘
appointed by Him from ancient times as a hattle of annihilation —
for the Sons of Darkness. On that day the congregation of the -
gods and the congregation of men shall engage 4 .
one another, resulting in great carnage. - - . )
The Sons of Light and the forces of Darkness = = =
shall fight together to show the strength L84 |
of God with the roar of a great
multitude and the shout
of gods and men; a day *
of disaster. It is a time
of distress fo[r al]lthe. =
people who are
redeemed by God.”
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In particular, this last battle is against an army called the Kittim (see below), 7TQM 14:15-18. The
War Scroll gives explicit instructions to the Priests and Levites as to how to marshal their
troops and what exhortations they are to utter in the battle (1QM 5:3-6:6; 7:9-9:9). The camp of
the "Sons of Light" is to be arranged after the instructions given in Numbers 2:1-5:4, and they
are said to be led by the archangelic warriors Michael (who = the "Angel/Prince of Light," cf.
1QM 17:6-8), Raphael, and Sariel (1QM 9:15-16; cf. 4Q285 1:9-10; 11Q14 1-2. 13-14). The Scrolls
speak of such angels in the camp, and supposedly this was a sign to them of both angelic
protection and the nearness of the approaching conflict. It was because of their predicted
presence in the great war that strict laws of purity were to be enforced within the military camp
(cf. Deut. 23:10-15). In the final battle, these forces will be joined by Elijah (4Q521) and the
Davidic Messiah, the "Prince of the Congregation,” who will direct the assault and finally
destroy the enemy (4Q285 4:2-5; 5:1-5; cf.1QM 13:10-12).

The End Time Army of the Kittim

The Scrolls frequently refer to an end-time army called the Kittim. This term is
apparently derived from the Greek word Kition, which was used as the name
of a town located on the southeastern coast of Cyprus (modern Larnaka).



This usage is consistent with what we find in the Old Testament
Prophets where the word denotes the [Gentile] people of the far
western Mediterranean "coasts” (Jer. 2:10). In is used more
specifically in the Book of 1 Maccabees 1:1; 8:5 to designate the
Macedonian Greeks. However, it is the prophet Daniel who
provided the word its eschatological context. Daniel makes
reference to "the ships of the Kittim" that will come against a
wicked oppressor of Israel (Dan. 11:30). The historical oppress-
sor probably referred to here was Antiochus IV Epiphanes, the
Greco-Syrian ruler who was thwarted in his invasion of Egypt by
the Romans in 170 B.C. (cf. Polybius, History 29.27). Apparently,
Antiochus’ anger over this encounter returned him to Israel to
more stringently enforce his Hellenizing policy, an act which
translated into persecution for religious Jews.



Daniel envisioned an End-time oppressor, typified by Antio-
chus |V, i.e., the Antichrist, who would desecrate the Temple
and ultimately be brought to an end himself (Dan. 11:36-45).
Based on Daniel’'s usage of Kittim in an eschatological context,
the interpreters of the End-time at Qumran measured the future
in light of their present circumstances. They saw the Wicked
Priest, who had abandoned God for riches (1TQpHab 8:8-11)
and had persecuted the Qumran com-munity, even disrupting
its own Day of Atonement (1QpHab 11:5-8), as a part of those
who would desecrate Jerusalem at the end of days. Thus, the
Roman occupiers (as the Gentile remnant) would fulfill their
eschatological role by despoiling these wicked priests through
their invading army (1QHab 9:4-7; cf. 4QpNah 1:11).



Pesher Isaiah A (4Q161)

This text employs an allusion to Psalms and a citation from Isaiah 11:1-5, as found in 4Qplsaz.

“[The interpretation of the word concerns the shoot] of David which will sprout [in the
final days, since] [with the breath of his lips he will execute] his enemy and God will
support him with [the spirit of clourage [...] [...thro]ne of glory, h[oly] crown and multi-
colour[ed] vestments [...] in his hand. He will rule over all the pe[ople]s and Magog [...]
his sword will judge [al]l the peoples. And as for what he says: He will not [judge by
appearances] or give verdicts on hearsay, its interpretation: which [...] and according to
what they teach him, he will judge, and upon their authority [...] with him will go out one
of the priests of renown”

The text is interesting in that he destroys his enemies with his breath and judges the people (cf.
Rev 19:15).
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Antichrist figure 4Q385

Second Ezekiel
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Chrlst s Kingdom Replaces that of Antichrist

]W|II be reation e earth [ ] will make, and all will serve [... will be
called [gr]eat"é'n'ﬂ b ‘hIS name will be called - Son of God he will be
called and Spn of,the Most High they will name him. Like a shooting
stars that you saw"so shall be their_kingdom. They.shall reign for

-—‘ W g

[some] yearsion earth and will trampleallSOne nati on‘[%people]
shall .tramplefon anotherInatlorLFnd ;one " province£on tanother

province: [vacat][gntll the¥people’ of :=God shall anse;.and all fwill
desist from the sword. His'Kingdom will be an eternal: klng omand
his ways will be;m’%‘rlghteousness ‘He “will - [jud]geXthefeart In
righteousness, ‘and all wi ilavgpeace The sword will’ scease’ from
the earth and every.nation;will‘worship :him.-The great God QNI" be
his help. He W|II make war«forihlm and he Wwill glve all peoples into

4, 3 » ' ‘&; wwr p:tk«
his power. k- ;. Cient £
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The Eschatological “Antichrist” Figure

Other texts at Qumran also appear.to be referring to this “"son of Belial* by different descriptive
terms. In CD 6:10; 1QpHab 5:17-8, texts which depict a period of great spiritual declension on the
part of Israel, this apostasy is said to be spearheaded by a figure called “son/man of sin,”(cf. CD
6:15; 13:14; 1QS 9:16; 10:19). This expression is quite similar. to the Greek “son of destruction,”
an expression found in the Pauline description of the eschatological desecrator, the Antichrist, in
2 Thessalonians 2:3b. It is complemented by another term: “son of iniquity” in 1QS 3:21, which
can be further compared to another phrase in this reference: “the man of lawlessness.” In
addition, the phrase: “the mystery of lawlessness” (found only in 2 Thess. 2:7), the Pauline
Antichrist context, has an almost identical corresponding expression at Qumran: “mystery of
iniquity" (1QH 5:36; 50:5). Some scholars have also claimed to have found another parallel in the
Scroll's use of “detain” (1Q27 1:7) with the cryptic Pauline term “restrains,” (2 Thess. 2:6, 7).
Since the antichrist is not explicitly seen in the Old Testament, where both the Qumran Sect and
the New Testament writers got their concept, both groups used interpretive methods, inherent in
texts (such as intertextuality and typology) to develop the teaching in an eschatological
framework (cf. Dan. 8:1-14; 9:27; 11:36-45). This was guided by inspiration in the New Testament.



IsraeI inthe End Time War Scroll

Then the]re 'shaII be'a'time of salvation for the People of God, and time of
dominion for aII't'h'('e"rr'l""'enmc His forces, and eternal annihilation for all the
forces of Behal‘}TI'i'Er'(?'s'hall be g[reat] panic [among] the sons of Japheth,

Assyria shall faII W|th o « on% to come to'his aid,sand the supremacy of the

SR : 7(

Kittim shaII cease that W|ckedness'be overcome&'w |thout a'remnant. There
shall be no survivors of [aII Sons'of] DarknessiThen[ the Sons of
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ng]hteousness shall'shine’ to y-all’ends of the'world, contlnumg to'shine forth

until end of the aﬁﬁ'b'lnted seasons"of da‘rkness Then at the t|me'app0|nted
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peace and blessing, glory'and joy,-and Iong life' for all Sons‘of Light On the
day when the K|tt|rr?fall there's shaII ‘be'a battle al and horrlble’carnage before
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Defeat of the the King of the Kittim by the Messiah

1[... in three: Iggs]'eV|I shaII be smitten [...] 2 [... Lead]er of the Congregation and all
Isr[ael .. ]3 [3 jUSt written [in the book of Ezekiel the prophet, “And | will
strike your bow fm hand] 4 [and bring down your arrows from your right. You
shall fall] upon the mountalnsof I[srael, you and all your t troops. ad the peoples that are
with you” (Ezeklel<39?3-4') . ][»‘."..'"ng'-'of the] Kittimjand (=168 andthe'Le]ader of
the Congregatl%q‘ﬁ[pursuedthem]the[Medterranean] Sea.[]~7 [=*And they, shallg ié

oy 5‘;"°

flee] from Israel atlthat[ ]*8 [%yAnd] he shall'stan befdfeiﬁé"m fandjtheylshall| =
arrange themselves“agamst them:[ 21'9 [@ andlthey.shall return back tojtheldry' Iand at*

[ shaII brlng him: bef%ejthe‘Leader Congregatlon

th[at] time [.. ] 10: ,.[...] then
.] .- 2A shoot shall‘come @Iﬁﬁm 1€} of Jesse 3| [andja branch shalligrow out <

of his roots” (Isa|ah 10:34=11:1))" aﬁ]}jﬁf@m Branchaof DaV|d-Then [aIIofg_; 1"}%
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Belial] shall be judged! 4][andjthe king[ofithe]Kittim'shall stand:for;judgment]land 'th'e
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Prophecies of the
Last Days Temple

& The Temple ScroII 11QTempIe
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“The author;[of,thejTemple Scroll]\was definitely witing about the earthly man=made Témplei'
L . : )
that God commanded the'Israelites to constructiin the Promised Land:lt\wasion'this structure

that God would settlethis'glory until the dayofthe new creationiwhenlGod himself,would

"create my.Temple™Sforall tlmesgnnf“ccordancg v¥|th his covenant "W|th JacoblatiBethel %
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The Messianic Banquet at Qumran
1QSa (Rule of the Congregation)
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11 [Th]is [(is) the ses]sion of:the men of the name [who are invited.to] the feast the men of
the name. And they shall sit -
12 [God] leads forth the Messiahi(to be) W|th them ]The Prlest] shaII enter [at] the head of
all the Congregation of Israel and all®*
13 [his] br[others, the Sons of] Aaronj the Priests [who are |nV|ted to] the feast the men of.
the name.. And they;shall sit £ |
14 + belfore him each man] accordingto his glory*And after. (them) the [Messﬂah of Israel
[shall enter].. And the heads of ap B2 W O e
15: the t[housands of Israel] shall sit before him [each m]an accordlng to h|s gIory (And
they.shall sit before the two of them, each)iaccording, to [h|s rank] |n the|r camps and"
their journeys. And all : ~ |
16" the heads of the ma[gistrates of the Congrega]tlon W|th [the|r sage]s and the|r -
knowledgable ones] shall sit before/them;ieachman accordlng to oo
17 . his glory. And [when they] (solemnly) meet together [at'a tab]Ie of the Communlty [to
", setout bread and new.w]ine, and to arrange the tabIe of -. :
18 the Community [to eat and]to dr|[nk] ne[w. W|]ne no man [shaII stretch out] h|s hand to"
the first portion of . |
19 the breadior [the new wi]ne before the prlest fo[r he shaII] bIess the first portion of the
JCET ~ -
20 andthe new. wr[ne and shallstretch out] h|s hand to the bread first of all. And aft[er
(this has occurred)] the Messiah of Israel'[shallstret/chout his hands
21  to the bread. [And after.that] all the Congregation of the Community [shall ble]ss (and
partake), each ma[n according to] his glory.
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The MﬂSSIﬂIIIG Bannuet inthe 0|l| Testament
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The Messianic Banquet in the%'NeW Testament

(1) Refers to lesus as the host at the messmnlc meal.

“(2) Last Supper has reIatlonshlp W|th the future meaI

(3) Deplcts the Lord’s Supper both as'a commemoration of
the death of Jesus and as an antlclpatlon of the coming
“messianic meal. e i

(4) ‘Miraculous feedlng reflects the messianic meal.

(5) Combines'theme of judgment and meal.
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"I teII you, many will come from Ej"ét._a“d west and W|II eat W|th Abraham
and Isaac and Jacob in the klngdér‘n" of, heaven :..’{ Matthew 8:11
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”There W|II be weeplng and Egashmg of teeth when you see Abraham and
Isaac and Jacob and»aII the prophets in the kingdom of God, and you

“Y ¥
yourselves thrown out. Then people will come from east and west from

north and south, and will eat |n the klngdom of God” Luke 13: 28-29



JAnticipationfofithe]Messianic Banuet in the Lord’s Supper

But1'say to you, | will notdrink of this fruitofthe —
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“At break of day and darkling sky shall |
enter the covenant of God, and when they
depart | shall recite His laws". 10s 10:10

“But we, Your holy people, shall praise

Your name for Your works of truth [... in
all] epochs and appointed times of eternity, -
at the beqginning of day” 10m 14:12-13

e

“For the Instructor: a hymn of thanksgiving "0 let us know, let us press on to know the LORD. His going
[and prayer, to cast oneself down and forth is as certain as the dawn; And He will come to us like the
appeal for grace unceasingly, at all times. rain, Like the spring rain watering the earth.” Hosea 6:3

with] the coming of the light” 40427 8ii:10-11

The Yahad offered daily prayers at sunrise on
the east side of their Community. Perhaps due
to the promise of the Shekinah’s return from
the east (Ez. 43:1-2) and Messiah’s coming
with the dawn. Qumran is the lowest point
where the sunrise is first observed.




R WhatDojthelScrolls Te]l Usj?” ;
R about IBrophecy/&ithe) Mes siah2’
They show that ﬁrst century Jews expected

1-3VA D individual Messmh

2., \Who was the Son/of:God.

35 Who would atone forIsrael.

4. Who would defeatIsrael’s enemies.

J. Who would restore Israel.

6. Who would raise the dead.

¢- Who would bring in'His kingdom.




