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(Introduction)



• 3298 BC – Universal Flood
• 2625 BC – Tower of Babel Dispersion
• 2320 BC – Nimrod’s/Sargon’s Reign Began
• 2166 BC – Birth of Abram
• 1876 BC – Jacob’s House Moved to Egypt
• 1446 BC – Israelite Exodus from Egypt
• 1406 BC – Israelites Crossed into Canaan
• 967 BC – Construction of 1st Temple Began
• 587 BC – Jerusalem Fell to Babylonians
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Who are the pre-flood evildoers 
of Genesis 6? What were they 
attempting to accomplish here? 

Where are their physical remains? 
Were they actually giants?





https://thebibleseminary.academia.edu/DouglasPetrovich
https://thebibleseminary.academia.edu/DouglasPetrovich


(Genesis 6:1–7)



Outline of Genesis 6:1–7

1) The actors and their actions (6:1–2)
2) The consequences for mankind (6:3)
3) An elaboration of their actions and

judgment (6:4–7)



6.1Now it came to pass that the man [i.e. ‘the race of mankind’] began to
increase on the surface of the earth, and daughters were born to them. 6.2Then the
sons of God [bene ha elohim] saw the daughters of the man [i.e. “the race of
mankind”], that they were beautiful, so they took women for themselves from all
whom they had chosen. 6.3So He-who-is said, “My Spirit will not contend with
the man [i.e. ‘the race of mankind’] forever, of whom indeed he is flesh. Thus, his
days will be 120 years.” 6.4(The fallen ones [nephilim ≠ ‘giants’] were on the earth
in those days, and afterwards also, when the sons of God were going into the
daughters of the man [i.e. ‘the race of mankind’] and sired offspring to them.
They [i.e. ‘the sons of God’ = ‘the fallen ones’] were the powerful ones [gibborim,
but not ‘mighty men’] who were from antiquity, males [not ‘men’!] of renown.)

6.5Now He-who-is saw that great was the wickedness of mankind on the
earth, and every inclination of the thoughts of his heart was only evil, all the day
long. 6.6So He-who-is was grieved [not ‘repentant’!] that he had made the man
[i.e. ‘the race of mankind’] on the earth, and he hurt to his heart. 6.7Then He-who-
is said, “I will wipe away the man [i.e. ‘the race of mankind’], whom I have
created, from upon the surface of the ground: from mankind, to animal, to
creeping thing, to bird of the sky, because I am grieved that I have made them.”



(Identifying hā ādām as Humanity: Adam’s Entire Line)



The article + noun hā ādām is used consistently in the first
2 chapters of Genesis to refer to the first man who was
formed. Most often, Bibles translate it, “the man”. In 2:20b,
the NASU first translates ādām as “Adam.”

In Gen 3:17, Moses makes another specific reference to
this first man without the definite article, essentially the
equivalent of using ādām as a name. From these points
forward in the NASU translation, every time Adam is named
in Genesis there is no definite article (5:1, 3, 4, 5).

The other 3 references to Adam in the Hebrew Bible (HB)
also are anarthrous (1 Chr 1:1; Job 31:33; Hos 6:7). Therefore,
from Genesis 2:20b forward in the HB, any time Adam is
named, his name does not possess the definite article.



“The man gave names to all the
cattle, and to the birds of the sky,
and to every beast of the field, but
for Adam there was not found a
helper suitable for him” (NASU).

GENESIS 2:20



The article + noun hā ādām is used consistently in the
first 2 chapters of Genesis to refer to the first man who
was formed, having been translated “the man” most often.
In 2:20b, the NASU first translates ādām as “Adam.”

In Gen 3:17, Moses makes another specific reference
to this first man without the definite article, essentially the
equivalent of using ādām as a name. From these points
forward in the NASU translation, every time Adam is
named in Genesis there is no definite article (5:1, 3, 4, 5).

The other 3 references to Adam in the HB also are
anarthrous (1 Chr 1:1; Job 31:33; Hos 6:7). Therefore,
from Genesis 2:20b forward in the HB, any time Adam is
named, his name does not possess the definite article.



“Then to Adam He said, ‘Because
you have listened to the voice of
your wife, and have eaten from the
tree about which I commanded
you,’ . . .” (NASU).

GENESIS 3:17



The article + noun hā ādām is used consistently in the
first 2 chapters of Genesis to refer to the first man who
was formed, having been translated “the man” most often.
In 2:20b, the NASU first translates ādām as “Adam.”

In Gen 3:17, Moses makes another specific reference
to this first man without the definite article, essentially the
equivalent of using ādām as a name. From this point
forward, every time—except for Gen 3:24—Adam is
named in Genesis there is no definite article (5:1, 3, 4, 5).

The other 3 references to Adam in the HB also are
anarthrous (1 Chr 1:1; Job 31:33; Hos 6:7). Therefore,
from Genesis 2:20b forward in the HB, any time Adam is
mentioned, his name does not include the definite article.



The final time that hā ādām is used in Genesis of the
first man seems to be in 3:24, where God “drove out the
man” (i.e. Adam, the individual) from the garden of Eden.
By the time that Moses reaches Gen 6:1, hā ādām refers
to the race of mankind, whose progenitor was Adam.

Here, the text states that hā ādām (with the article)
began to increase on the surface of the earth. Certainly the
author was not stating that Adam began to increase on the
surface of the earth, because the very next verse (6:2)
notes that the sons of God saw the daughters of hā ādām.

Since the earth already was populated with Cain, Seth,
and their offspring—such as Seth’s son Enosh (4:26)—the
reference to hā ādām must refer to the entire Adamic race.



6.1Now it came to pass that the man [i.e. ‘the race of mankind’] began to
increase on the surface of the earth, and daughters were born to them. 6.2Then the
sons of God [bene ha elohim] saw the daughters of the man [i.e. “the race of
mankind”], that they were beautiful, so they took women for themselves from all
whom they had chosen. 6.3So He-who-is said, “My Spirit will not contend with
the man [i.e. ‘the race of mankind’] forever, of whom indeed he is flesh. Thus, his
days will be 120 years.” 6.4(The fallen ones [nephilim ≠ ‘giants’] were on the earth
in those days, and afterwards also, when the sons of God were going into the
daughters of the man [i.e. ‘the race of mankind’] and sired offspring to them.
They [i.e. ‘the sons of God’ = ‘the fallen ones’] were the powerful ones [gibborim,
but not ‘mighty men’] who were from antiquity, males [not ‘men’!] of renown.)

6.5Now He-who-is saw that great was the wickedness of mankind on the
earth, and every inclination of the thoughts of his heart was only evil, all the day
long. 6.6So He-who-is was grieved [not ‘repentant’!] that he had made the man
[i.e. ‘the race of mankind’] on the earth, and he hurt to his heart. 6.7Then He-who-
is said, “I will wipe away the man [i.e. ‘the race of mankind’], whom I have
created, from upon the surface of the ground: from mankind, to animal, to
creeping thing, to bird of the sky, because I am grieved that I have made them.”



Who are the 
“sons of God” in 

Genesis 6?



(Meaning of “sons of God”)



6.1Now it came to pass that the man [i.e. ‘the race of mankind’] began to
increase on the surface of the earth, and daughters were born to them. 6.2Then the
sons of God [bene ha elohim] saw the daughters of the man [i.e. “the race of
mankind”], that they were beautiful, so they took women for themselves from all
whom they had chosen. 6.3So He-who-is said, “My Spirit will not contend with
the man [i.e. ‘the race of mankind’] forever, of whom indeed he is flesh. Thus, his
days will be 120 years.” 6.4(The fallen ones [nephilim ≠ ‘giants’] were on the earth
in those days, and afterwards also, when the sons of God were going into the
daughters of the man [i.e. ‘the race of mankind’] and sired offspring to them.
They [i.e. ‘the sons of God’ = ‘the fallen ones’] were the powerful ones [gibborim,
but not ‘mighty men’] who were from antiquity, males [not ‘men’!] of renown.)

6.5Now He-who-is saw that great was the wickedness of mankind on the
earth, and every inclination of the thoughts of his heart was only evil, all the day
long. 6.6So He-who-is was grieved [not ‘repentant’!] that he had made the man
[i.e. ‘the race of mankind’] on the earth, and he hurt to his heart. 6.7Then He-who-
is said, “I will wipe away the man [i.e. ‘the race of mankind’], whom I have
created, from upon the surface of the ground: from mankind, to animal, to
creeping thing, to bird of the sky, because I am grieved that I have made them.”









Who are the 
“fallen ones” in 

Genesis 6?



6.1Now it came to pass that the man [i.e. ‘the race of mankind’] began to
increase on the surface of the earth, and daughters were born to them. 6.2Then the
sons of God [bene ha elohim] saw the daughters of the man [i.e. “the race of
mankind”], that they were beautiful, so they took women for themselves from all
whom they had chosen. 6.3So He-who-is said, “My Spirit will not contend with
the man [i.e. ‘the race of mankind’] forever, of whom indeed he is flesh. Thus, his
days will be 120 years.” 6.4(The fallen ones [nephilim ≠ ‘giants’] were on the earth
in those days, and afterwards also, when the sons of God were going into the
daughters of the man [i.e. ‘the race of mankind’] and sired offspring to them.
They [i.e. ‘the sons of God’ = ‘the fallen ones’] were the powerful ones [gibborim,
but not ‘mighty men’] who were from antiquity, males [not ‘men’!] of renown.)

6.5Now He-who-is saw that great was the wickedness of mankind on the
earth, and every inclination of the thoughts of his heart was only evil, all the day
long. 6.6So He-who-is was grieved [not ‘repentant’!] that he had made the man
[i.e. ‘the race of mankind’] on the earth, and he hurt to his heart. 6.7Then He-who-
is said, “I will wipe away the man [i.e. ‘the race of mankind’], whom I have
created, from upon the surface of the ground: from mankind, to animal, to
creeping thing, to bird of the sky, because I am grieved that I have made them.”









Who are the 
“powerful ones” 

in Genesis 6?



6.1Now it came to pass that the man [i.e. ‘the race of mankind’] began to
increase on the surface of the earth, and daughters were born to them. 6.2Then the
sons of God [bene ha elohim] saw the daughters of the man [i.e. “the race of
mankind”], that they were beautiful, so they took women for themselves from all
whom they had chosen. 6.3So He-who-is said, “My Spirit will not contend with
the man [i.e. ‘the race of mankind’] forever, of whom indeed he is flesh. Thus, his
days will be 120 years.” 6.4(The fallen ones [nephilim ≠ ‘giants’] were on the earth
in those days, and afterwards also, when the sons of God were going into the
daughters of the man [i.e. ‘the race of mankind’] and sired offspring to them.
They [i.e. ‘the sons of God’ = ‘the fallen ones’] were the powerful ones [gibborim,
but not ‘mighty men’] who were from antiquity, males [not ‘men’!] of renown.)

6.5Now He-who-is saw that great was the wickedness of mankind on the
earth, and every inclination of the thoughts of his heart was only evil, all the day
long. 6.6So He-who-is was grieved [not ‘repentant’!] that he had made the man
[i.e. ‘the race of mankind’] on the earth, and he hurt to his heart. 6.7Then He-who-
is said, “I will wipe away the man [i.e. ‘the race of mankind’], whom I have
created, from upon the surface of the ground: from mankind, to animal, to
creeping thing, to bird of the sky, because I am grieved that I have made them.”





6.1Now it came to pass that the man [i.e. ‘the race of mankind’] began to
increase on the surface of the earth, and daughters were born to them. 6.2Then the
sons of God [bene ha elohim] saw the daughters of the man [i.e. “the race of
mankind”], that they were beautiful, so they took women for themselves from all
whom they had chosen. 6.3So He-who-is said, “My Spirit will not contend with
the man [i.e. ‘the race of mankind’] forever, of whom indeed he is flesh. Thus, his
days will be 120 years.” 6.4(The fallen ones [nephilim ≠ ‘giants’] were on the earth
in those days, and afterwards also, when the sons of God were going into the
daughters of the man [i.e. ‘the race of mankind’] and sired offspring to them.
They [i.e. ‘the sons of God’ = ‘the fallen ones’] were the powerful ones [gibborim,
but not ‘mighty men’] who were from antiquity, males [not ‘men’!] of renown.)

6.5Now He-who-is saw that great was the wickedness of mankind on the
earth, and every inclination of the thoughts of his heart was only evil, all the day
long. 6.6So He-who-is was grieved [not ‘repentant’!] that he had made the man
[i.e. ‘the race of mankind’] on the earth, and he hurt to his heart. 6.7Then He-who-
is said, “I will wipe away the man [i.e. ‘the race of mankind’], whom I have
created, from upon the surface of the ground: from mankind, to animal, to
creeping thing, to bird of the sky, because I am grieved that I have made them.”



(New Testament passages)
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