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Luther, Part 2
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—The papal bull “Exsurge Domine” (“Rise up, O Lord, for
a wild boar has invaded your vineyard.”), 15 June 1520

“Leo Bishop, servant of the servants of God, to eternal
memory.

“Arise, O Lord, and judge thy cause. Be mindful of the
daily slander against thee by the foolishly, incline thine
ear to our supplication. Foxes have arisen which want to
devastate thy vineyard, where thou has worked the
winepress. At thy ascension into heaven thou has
commanded the care, rule and administration of this
vineyard to Peter as head and to thy representatives, his
successors, as the Church triumphant. A roaring sow of
the woods has undertaken to destroy this vineyard, a
wild beast wants to devour it. ... We prohibit this Martin
from now on and henceforth to contrive any preaching or
the office of preaching.”
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