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AQUINAS: The Doctor of the Church 

ABELARD: Moral Encouragement 

ANSELM: Substitutionary Atonement 

AUGUSTINE: Sin and Grace 

ATHANASIUS: The Trinitarian Controversy, 
Arianism













REALISM: 

The belief that there are real entities that 
exist independently of human knowers. 
There are many types of realism, depending 
on the scope of the theory and the 
contrasting antirealist position.



Nominalism. The claim that universal terms 
such as goodness, justice and fatherhood 
are merely names and do not denote any 
objective, universal qualities. Thus the 
nominalist holds a view opposite to that of 
the Platonic realist who accepts the 
independent reality of universals. (See 
antirealism; conceptualism; Plato; realism.) 
Nominalism typically holds that universal 
terms are used to denote a plurality of 
individuals who are grouped together by the 
mind because of perceptions of similarity. 
This requires the claim that two things can 
be similar without sharing in common some 
universal property.



Moderate Realism










