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 Course Overview 

I. Christianity and the Age of Enlightenment in Europe 
(1600–1800) 

II. Christianity in the Era of British Colonialism (1600–1776) 
*The Rise of Pietism 

III. Christianity in the National Era (1776–1880) 
IV. Christianity in the Modern Era (1880–1960) 
V. Christianity in the Post-Modern Era (1960–2021)



A. The Effect of the War on Religion [Background] 
B. Religion and the Constitution of the United States (1789) 
C. Religion as a Result of the War for Independence 
D. The Rise of Religious Change in New England:  

Theological Dissension within Congregationalism 
E. The Emergence of the Theological Seminary 
F. The Second Great Awakening in America 
G.The Old School/New School Schism in Presbyterianism 
H. Charles G. Finney and Finneyism 
I.  The Layman’s Prayer Revival 
J.  The Rise of Perfectionistic Religious Communities 
K. The Civil War, Slavery, and the Churches 

III.  The Modern Era (1880–1960) 
IV. The Post-Modern Era (1960–present)



G. The Rise of Perfectionistic Religious Communities 
1. The spread of utopian experimental societies 
2. The rise of religious cults: Mormonism, Seventh Day 

Adventism, Jehovah’s Witnesses, Christian Science 
H.  The Civil War, Slavery, and the Churches 
      





































“What was real and fundamental was idealism and 
the nobility of the two contending forces: the 
Yankees struggling to save the Union, dying to 
make men free; the Confederates fighting for great 
constitutional principles, defending their homes 
from invasion.” 

~Stampp, The Era of Reconstruction, 1865–77, 3–4



“We have the wolf by the ears; and we can neither 
hold him, nor safely let him go. Justice is in one 
scale, and self-preservation in the other.” 

   ~Thomas Jefferson, 1820 



“We hold these truths to be self evident: that all 
men are created equal; that they are endowed by 
their creator with certain inalienable rights; that 
among these are life, liberty, and the pursuit of 
happiness.” 

   ~Thomas Jefferson, 1776 



“I advance it, therefore, as a suspicion only, that 
the blacks … are inferior to the whites in the 
endowments both of body and mind.” 

   ~Thomas Jefferson, 1820 



“[The king of Great Britain] has waged cruel war 
against human nature itself, violating its most 
sacred rights of life and liberty in the persons of a 
distant people who never offended him, 
captivating and carrying them into slavery.” 

   ~Thomas Jefferson, 1820 



“[The king of Great Britain] has waged cruel war 
against human nature itself, violating its most 
sacred rights of life and liberty in the persons of a 
distant people who never offended him, 
captivating and carrying them into slavery.” 

   ~Thomas Jefferson, 1820 

Jefferson maintained slaves throughout his life. 

Have you ever wondered why?














