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“DID GOD REALLY SAY?” 
Can We REALLY  
Trust the Bible? 

The Accuracy of 
the Hebrew Text  



Gen. 3:1, “Now the serpent was more cunning than any 
beast of the field which the LORD God had made. And he 
said to the woman, ‘Has God indeed said, “You shall not 
eat of every tree of the garden”?’ 

Gen. 3:2, “And the woman said to the serpent, ‘We may eat 
the fruit of the trees of the garden; 

Gen. 3:3, “ ‘but of the fruit of the tree which is in the midst 
of the garden, God has said, “You shall not eat it, nor shall 
you touch it, lest you die.” ’ ”



Who is this GOD?



Righteousness

Justice

Love

Eternal Life

ESSENCE OF GOD
HOLY

Sovereign/Creator Omniscient

Omnipresent

Omnipotent

Veracity

Immutability



What Does the Bible 
Claim for Itself? 



How Did we Get  
the Hebrew Scriptures? 



How Did  
the Bible Get Written? 



Is the Hebrew Bible 
Accurate? 



Did Moses Really 
Write the Torah? 



How Can we be Sure 
we Have the Old Testament– 

No More and no Less?



7. Both Jews and Samaritans believed this, as 
seen in the Samaritan Pentateuch and the 
Palestinian Talmud, Ecclus. 45:5; 2 Mac. 7:3;  
Philo in the Life of Moses 3:39; Josephus, 
Antiquities 4:8:45



The Surviving Texts of the Bible



Primary Sources Secondary Sources
Silver Amulet 
Nash Papyrus

Samaritan Pentateuch

Dead Sea Scrolls (DSS) 202 mss 
Psalms (36 mss) 
Deuteronomy (29 mss) 
Isaiah (21 mss, Isa scroll)

Habakkuk Commentary

Greek versions or recensions 
Septuagint (LXX), Aquila, 
Symmachus, Kaige-Theodotion, 
Origen’s Hexapla, Hesychius, 
Lucian, Post-Hexapla revisions  

Aramaic Targums 
Syriac versions (Peshitta,  
Syro-Hexapla)

Tefilin and mezuzoth from 
Judean Desert
Severus Scroll 
About 3,000 Masoretic Mss.

Coptic versions, Ethiopic version, 
Armenian version, Arabic versions

Witnesses to the Hebrew Bible 
 (adapted from R. Price, Searching for the Original Bible)





The New Testament is written over a period of less than  
60 years, and we have recovered fragments dating within a 
couple of decades of the writing. 

However, the Old Testament was written over a period 
longer than a thousand years, and the oldest manuscripts 
we now have date to around 250 BC.



What is “Textual Criticism?” 

Textual criticism, sometimes called lower criticism, is the 
attempt to reconstruct the original manuscript which we 
no longer have, from the many copies or manuscripts 
which we do have. The process involves determining the 
date, quality, and provenance of a manuscript, but also 
sifting through manuscripts and fragments, evaluating the 
various differences between them, and determining how a 
variant reading might have come to be.



The vast majority of variant readings involve spelling 
errors, copiest errors (in Hebrew the dālet [ד] and the rȇš 
 ,(are easily confused, as are a number of other letters [ר]
sometimes a word is added, sometimes doubled, 
sometimes letters are transposed). Updated spellings and 
names and grammar also occur.  

Very few alter the meaning of a verse, and even fewer 
affect the meaning of a passage, and almost none impact a 
major teaching of Scripture.





1. The various Hebrew manuscripts of the Old Testament: 
These are called primary sources. 

2. Translations of the ancient Hebrew text: These are 
secondary sources.
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The Masoretic Text 

At some time between AD 500–1000 a group of Jewish 
scribes, who were known as Masoretes, had the 
responsibility for preserving and passing on the text of the 
Hebrew Scriptures.



The Masoretic Text 

At some time between AD 500–1000 a group of Jewish 
scribes, who were known as Masoretes, had the 
responsibility for preserving and passing on the text of the 
Hebrew Scriptures.  

The term Masorah, refers to the transmission of a 
“tradition,” a structure of scribal notations (apparatus), 
which commented on everything from alternate readings to 
differing grammatical forms, in order to preserve the 
accuracy of the text.





Masora refers to the transmission of a “tradition.” The root 
can mean either “to hand down,” which would suggest 
passing on a tradition, or “to bind,” which could be applied 
to protecting the Scriptures. As part of their work they 
developed a system of dots and lines to place under or 
next to the consonants to indicate the vowels and preserve 
the pronunciation. They were extremely protective of the 
consonantal text, never altering the consonants. They 
would also place notes in the margin called the Kethiv-
Qere, what is written, what is read.  

elohim’  אֱ&ִה֑ים
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The Masoretic Families 
in Palestine

The Ben Asher family The Ben Naphtali family 

Aaron ben Moses ben Asher 
Aleppo Codex  

wrote the notes and all the vowels; 
Entire OT partially destroyed in the 
anti-Jewish riots of 1947 

Moses ben Asher 
Codex Cairensis (A.D. 895) 

Asher 

• Two separate textual 
traditions 

• Eight small differences 
between them



The Masoretic Families 
in Palestine

The Ben Asher family The Ben Naphtali family 

Moses ben Asher 
Codex Cairensis (A.D. 895) 

Asher 

Aaron ben Moses ben Asher 
Aleppo Codex  

wrote the notes and all the vowels; 
Entire OT partially destroyed in the 
anti-Jewish riots of 1947 



Important Surviving MSS from the Ben Asher Family 

1. Codex Cairensis (AD 895), former and latter prophets 
2. Aleppo Codex (AD 930), once complete, but ¼ destroyed 

by fire 
3. Oriental 4445 (AD 950, 1540) most of the Pentateuch 

(Gen. 39:20–Deuteronomy 1:33) 
4. Codex Leningradensis or Leningrad B19a (AD 1008–

1009) basis for the most current edition, the BHS (1984) 
5. Leningrad (Petersburg) Codes of the Prophets (AD 916) 
6. Damascus Pentateuch (late ninth or tenth century AD) 

most of the Pentateuch







What Are the Dead Sea Scrolls (DSS)?



Qumran









Discovering the Dead Sea Scrolls

Muhammed al-Asi



Discovering the Dead Sea Scrolls





QUMRAN

The Dead Sea Scrolls are ancient 
manuscripts that were discovered 
in caves along the northwestern shore 
of the Dead Sea, the lowest spot on earth.

Dead Sea

ISRAEL JORDAN

Dead Sea 

from Qumran



Dead Sea ScrollsWhat are the

scroll jar

• Collection of 931 documents 
• Oldest copies of the Old Testament 
• Jewish sectarian writings 
• Composed in Hebrew, Aramaic, Greek 
• Produced between 250 B.C. and A.D. 68 
• Hidden in Judean desert caves before A.D. 68



“My heartiest congratulations 
on the greatest 

manuscript discovery 
of modern times!”

Letter from W.F. Albright, the Dean of 
American Archaeology 

to John Trevor of the American School of 
Oriental Research 

Jerusalem, March 15, 1948



“[The scrolls] constitute a vital link—long lost 
and now regained—between those ancient 
times, so rich in civilized thought, and the 
present day. And just as a Christian reader 
must be moved by the knowledge that here he 
has a manuscript of a sect whom the early 
Christians may have known and by whom 
they were influenced, so an Israeli and a Jew 
can find nothing more deeply moving than the 
study of manuscripts written by the People of 
the Book in the Land of the Book more than 
two thousand years ago.”

The Significance of the Scrolls

~Yigael Yadin, The Message of the Scrolls (New York: Simon  
and Schuster, Inc., 1957), p. 14.

















• Collection of 931 documents 
• Oldest copies of the Old Testament 
• Jewish sectarian writings 
• Composed in Hebrew, Aramaic, Greek 
• Produced between 250 B.C. and A.D. 68 
• Hidden in Judean desert caves before A.D. 68 



Weston Fields: “With the discovery of the DSS we are 
brought back almost within a generation of the writing of 
the last book of the Bible. If the oldest Scroll is 
conservatively dated at 250 BC and some would date the 
oldest ones as early as 300 BC, there is probably only 25 
years or less between the time the last book was written 
and our earliest copies of the Hebrew Old Testament. This 
gives us a great deal more confidence about the text and 
the way it was passed along because we are able to 
compare what has been passed to us, which are later 
copies, but present a very early text, with what we have in 
the Scrolls, however fragmentary they might be.”





7Q5





“Even though the discussion is somewhat technical we 
must assess the value of the DSS in this respect. The St. 
Marks Scroll is the only scroll that contains a whole book 
of the Bible, and with the exception of some of the small 
fragments it is the oldest of the MSS found in the caves. 
We may note the following. The age of the MSS does not 
indicate its importance. It may be older but not as good, 
but this MSS is obviously inferior to the Masoretic Text at 
several points.” 

~Millar Burrows, ASOR Director (2✖, American Schools of 
Oriental Research, 24 years at Yale and the chair of the 
Dept. of Near Eastern Languages and Literature)



“200 variances between the Qumran Isaiah and the 
Masoretic Isaiah scroll exist. In the late 1940s the 
translators of the RSV were from a more liberal bias and 
doubted the accuracy of the Masoretic Text (MT). They all 
believed it had been corrupted to a large degree. With the 
discovery of the Qumran Scrolls, they compared the Isaiah 
scroll with the MT and concluded that the MT was the 
product of the conservative school, is a superior text, it is 
clearly the better and more reliable text.” 

~Millar Burrows, ASOR Director (2✖, American Schools of 
Oriental Research, 24 years at Yale and the chair of the 
Dept. of Near Eastern Languages and Literature)



“After comparing and analyzing the 200 changes, the 
majority were rejected (most were minor punctuation, 
spelling, and style changes) but 13 were accepted as 
substantive. These 13 were adopted. Even in these 13 the 
superiority of the MSS is not always certain, Burrows later 
doubted the veracity of most of the 13. Some 5 years later, 
after much more reflection on the subject, Millar Burrows, 
the Scroll expert and Old Testament scholar from Yale, 
stated that he believed they erred in accepting all of those.” 

~Millar Burrows, ASOR Director (2✖, American Schools of 
Oriental Research, 24 years at Yale and the chair of the 
Dept. of Near Eastern Languages and Literature)



Further Evidence of Old Testament Canonicity from Qumran 
1. 175 of 500 manuscripts are biblical texts. 

2. All Old Testament books are represented except Esther. 

3. Commentaries deal only with the biblical canon; no 
commentaries are written on apocrypha, disputed, or 
non-canonical books. 

4. 20 of the 39 Old Testament books are quoted as Scripture. 

5. Conclusion: No evidence existed among the Essenes to 
classify apocryphal books as Scripture. 


