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The Barrier is Removed
Ephesians 2:15–16



Eph. 2:14, “For He Himself is our peace, 
who has made both one, and has broken 
down the middle wall of separation,

Eph. 2:15, “having abolished in His flesh 
the enmity, that is, the law of 
commandments contained in ordinances, 
so as to create in Himself one new man 
from the two, thus making peace,

Eph. 2:16, “and that He might reconcile 
them both to God in one body through the 
cross, thereby putting to death the enmity.”
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Eph. 2:14,
“For He Himself is our peace, 

who has made both one, 
and [who] has broken down the 

middle wall of separation,

Eph. 2:15, “[by] having abolished in His flesh 
the enmity, that is, the law of commandments 
contained in ordinances, 

so that He might create in Himself one new 
man from the two, thus making peace,

and

Eph. 2:16, “that He might reconcile them both 
to God in one body through the cross, thereby 
putting to death the enmity.”
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who has made both one, and has broken 
down the middle wall of separation,”

ποιέω poiēo aor
act part masc sing 
nom  to do, make; 
to work
With the article: 
WHO has made

τὰ ἀμφότερα ta amphotera
Adj, Neuter pl acc
In vss. 16, 19 it is masc.



Eph. 2:14, “For He Himself is our peace, 
who has made both one, and has broken 
down the middle wall of separation,”

Eph 2:16, “and that He might reconcile 
them both to God in one body through the 
cross, thereby putting to death the enmity.”

ποιέω  poiēo aor 
act part masc sing 
nom  to do, make; 
to work
With the article: 
WHO has made

τὰ ἀμφότερα ta amphotera
Adj, Neuter pl acc
In vss. 16, 19 it is masc
The neuter indicates it is 
not talking about God and 
man being made one, but 
two classes of people. 



Eph. 2:14, “For He Himself is our peace, 
who has made both one, and has broken 
down the middle wall of separation,”

Eph 2:18, “For through Him we both have 
access by one Spirit to the Father.”

ποιέω poiēo aor
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who has made both one, and [He] has 
broken down the middle wall of 
separation,”



Eph. 2:14, “For He Himself is our peace, 
who has made both one, 

and [He] has broken down the 
middle wall of separation,”

What is the middle wall of separation?



“… and [He] has broken down the 
middle wall of separation,

Eph. 2:15, “[by] having abolished in His 
flesh the enmity, that is, the law of 
commandments contained in 
ordinances, …”

καταργέω katargēo
aor act part masc sing nom  
to abolish, nullify;
Participle of means, by abolishing



“… and [He] has broken down the 
middle wall of separation,

Eph. 2:15, “[by] abolishing in His flesh the 
enmity, that is, the law of commandments 
contained in ordinances, …” (~RD)

the enmity = the law of commandments …

vs. 16: “… resulting in the putting to death 
the enmity” (~RD)









Eph. 2:15, “by abolishing the law of 
commandments … that he might create …
Eph. 2:16, “and might reconcile us both to 
God …” (~ESV)

Eph. 2:15, “when he nullified … He did this 
to create in Himself one new man … 

Eph. 2:16, “and to reconcile them both in 
one body to God through the cross, …”
(~NET)



Two Purposes (answer the question why)

Eph. 2:15, “[by] having abolished in His flesh 
the enmity, that is, the law of commandments 
contained in ordinances, so as to create in 
Himself one new man from the two, thus 
making peace,

Eph. 2:16, “and that He might reconcile
them both to God in one body through the 
cross, thereby putting to death the enmity.”



Two Purposes (answer the question why)

The NEW MAN = THE CHURCH



Col. 3:9, “Do not lie to one another, since 
you have put off the old man with his 
deeds,
Col. 3:10, “and have put on the new man 
who is renewed in knowledge according to 
the image of Him who created him,
Col. 3:11, “where there is neither Greek nor 
Jew, circumcised nor uncircumcised, 
barbarian, Scythian, slave nor free, but 
Christ is all and in all.”



Result

Eph. 2:17, “And He came and preached 
peace to you who were afar off and to 
those who were near.

Eph. 2:18, “For through Him we both have 
access by one Spirit to the Father.”
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