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Are We Willing to Use the Resources  
God Has Given Us According to God’s  

Priorities and Purposes? 
1 Corinthians 4:1–2



1 Cor. 4:1, “Let a man so consider us, as 
servants of Christ and stewards of the 
mysteries of God. 
1 Cor. 4:2, “Moreover it is required in 
stewards that one be found faithful.”



“Every faculty you have, your power of 
thinking or of moving your limbs from 
moment to moment, is given you by God. If 
you devoted every moment of your whole 
life exclusively to His service, you could 
not give Him anything that was not in a 
sense His own already.” 

~ C. S. Lewis, Mere Christianity



Psa. 24:1, 

“The earth is the LORD’S, and all its 
fullness,   
The world and those who dwell therein.”



Gen. 1:26, “Then God said, ‘Let Us make 
man in Our image, according to Our 
likeness; let them have dominion over the 
fish of the sea, over the birds of the air, 
and over the cattle, over all the earth and 
over every creeping thing that creeps on 
the earth.’ ” 

Gen. 2:15, “Then the LORD God took the 
man and put him in the garden of Eden to 
tend and keep it.”



The Failure of the Prosperity Test 

Deut. 8:17, “then you say in your heart, ‘My 
power and the might of my hand have 
gained me this wealth.’ 

Deut. 8:18, “And you shall remember the 
LORD your God, for it is He who gives you 
power to get wealth, that He may establish 
His covenant which He swore to your 
fathers, as it is this day.”



** All that we have—our time, talents, 
treasures—are provided by God for our 
responsible use.   

We do not own them. We are managers of 
them. Owner emphasizes personal rights, a 
steward has responsibilities.
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1 Cor. 4:1, “Let a man so consider us, as 
servants of Christ and stewards of the 
mysteries of God. 
1 Cor. 4:2, “Moreover it is required in 
stewards that one be found faithful.”
oi˙kono/moß 

(oikonomos), 
steward; manager, 
administrator

zhte÷w  zeœteoœ pres 
mid indic 3 “to seek, 
inquire;” desire, wish 
for; “What is desired 
or sought after”

pisto/ß  pistos nom 
masc sing (verbal)  
faithful, reliable, 
trustworthy; 
dependable



1 Pet. 4:10, “As each one has received a 
gift, minister it to one another, as good 
stewards of the manifold grace of God.”
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Eph. 5:15, “See then that you walk 
circumspectly, not as fools but as wise, 
Eph. 5:16, “redeeming the time, because 
the days are evil. 
Eph. 5:17, “Therefore do not be unwise, but 
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suni÷hmi  sunieœmi  
pres act impera 2 
plur  to 
understand, to 
think deeply about 
something in order 
to gain greater 
comprehension

e˙xagora¿zw  exagorazoœ 
pres mid part masc 
plur nom  to buy 
time, redeem; “by 
redeeming the time”

aÓkribw◊ß  akriboœs 
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John 8:31, “Then Jesus said to those Jews 
who believed Him, ‘If you abide in My word, 
you are My disciples indeed.’ ”




