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Paul’s Prediction of Apostasy
“Be on guard for yourselves and for all the flock, among 
which the Holy Spirit has made you overseers, to shepherd 
the church of God which He purchased with His own 
blood.  I know that after my departure savage wolves will 
come in among you, not sparing the flock; and from among 
your own selves men will arise, speaking perverse things, 
to draw away the disciples after them.  Therefore be on the 
alert, remembering that night and day for a period of three 
years I did not cease to admonish each one with tears.  And 
now I commend you to God and to the word of His grace, 
which is able to build you up and to give you the 
inheritance among all those who are sanctified.”       

—Acts 20:28-32



“This condition at the close of the 
age is seen to coincide with the state 
within the Laodicean Church, before 
which Christ must stand to seek 
admission.  In view of its close it is 
not surprising that the age is called 
an “evil age” in Scripture.”

—J. Dwight Pentecost



CHURCH AGE APOSTASY
Denial of God—2 Timothy 3:4-5

Denial of the faith—1 Timothy 4:1-2; Jude 3
Denial of Christ’s return—2 Peter 3:3-4
Denial of Christ—1 John 2:18; 4:3; 2 Peter 2:6

Denial of sound doctrine—2 Timothy 4:3-4
Denial of the separated life—2 Timothy 3:1-7
Denial of Christian liberty—1 Timothy 4:3-4
Denial of morals—2 Timothy 3:1-8,13; Jude 18
Denial of authority—2 Timothy 3:4f



Historical Order of Paul’s Letters
Early Epistles: A.D. 43–56
• Galatians
• 1 Thessalonians
• 2 Thessalonians
• 1 Corinthians
• 2 Corinthians
• Romans



Historical Order of Paul’s Letters
Middle Epistles: A.D. 60–66
• Ephesians
• Colossians
• Philemon
• Philippians



Historical Order of Paul’s Letters
Late Epistles: A.D. 63–65
• 1 Timothy
• Titus
• 2 Timothy



End Time Apostasy in The Church
• 1 Timothy 4:1-3
• 2 Timothy 3:1-5
• 2 Timothy 4:3-4
• James 5:1-8
• 2 Peter 2:1-22
• 2 Peter 3:3-6
• Jude 1-25



End Time Apostasy in The Church
But the Spirit explicitly says that in later 
times some will fall away from the faith, 
paying attention to deceitful spirits and 
doctrines of demons, by means of the 
hypocrisy of liars seared in their own 
conscience as with a branding iron, men who 
forbid marriage and advocate abstaining 
from foods, which God has created to be 
gratefully shared in by those who believe and 
know the truth.   —1 Timothy 4:1-3



End Time Apostasy in The Church
But realize this, that in the last days difficult 
times will come.  For men will be . . .   

—2 Timothy 3:1–5



End Time Apostasy in The Church

rather than lovers of God

lovers of money,
boastful,
arrogant,
revilers,
disobedient to parents,
ungrateful, unholy,
unloving,
irreconcilable,

malicious gossips,
without self-control, 
brutal,
haters of good, 
treacherous,
reckless,
conceited,
lovers of pleasure

(2 Timothy 3:1–4)

lovers of self,



End Time Apostasy in The Church
But realize this, that in the last days difficult 
times will come.  For men will be . . .  holding 
to a form of godliness, although they have 
denied its power; and avoid such men as 
these.

—2 Timothy 3:1–5


