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A Grief Gone Wrong
2 Samuel 18:33–19:8



What the Bible Teaches 
About

Grief and Grieving:
God’s Way or Man’s Way



Matt. 26:37, “And He took with Him Peter 
and the two sons of Zebedee, and He 
began to be sorrowful and deeply 
distressed.”



Matt. 26:37, “And He took with Him Peter 
and the two sons of Zebedee, and He began 
to be sorrowful and deeply distressed.”

λυπέω  lupeō pres 
pass infin  
to grieve, pain, 
sorrow, sadness, 
experience emotional 
distress.
BDAG: to experience 
sadness or distress, 
passive voice



1 Thess. 4:13, “But I do not want you to be 
ignorant, brethren, concerning those who 
have fallen asleep, lest you sorrow as 
others who have no hope.”



1 Thess. 4:13, “But I do not want you to be 
ignorant, brethren, concerning those who 
have fallen asleep, lest you sorrow as 
others who have no hope.”

λυπέω  lupeō pres 
pass subj
to grieve, pain, sorrow, 
sadness, experience 
emotional distress.
BDAG: to experience 
sadness or distress, 
passive voice



1. Jesus had sadness, sorrow, emotional 
distress because of what was about to 
happen to Him the next day.



2. Jesus did not act on that sorrow in a 
sinful way.



3. Sadness, grief, sorrow are not sinful in 
themselves, it is what we do because of 
those emotions when sin enters in.



John 11:35, “Jesus wept.”

Was Jesus grieving?



2 Sam. 18:33, “Then the king was deeply 
moved, and went up to the chamber over 
the gate, and wept. And as he went, he said 
thus: ‘O my son Absalom—my son, my son 
Absalom—if only I had died in your place! 
O Absalom my son, my son!’ ”

ָרַגז (rāgaz) tremble, quake, rage



2 Sam. 19:1, “And Joab was told, ‘Behold, 
the king is weeping and mourning for 
Absalom.’ ”

,I, grieve, be sad, sorrowful (ʿāṣav)ָעַצב
often in the Niphal (passive)



2 Sam. 19:2, “So the victory that day was 
turned into mourning for all the people. For 
the people heard it said that day, ‘The king 
is grieved for his son.’
2 Sam. 19:3, “And the people stole back 
into the city that day, as people who are 
ashamed steal away when they flee in 
battle.
2 Sam. 19:4, “But the king covered his 
face, and the king cried out with a loud 
voice, ‘O my son Absalom! O Absalom, my 
son, my son!’ ”



2 Sam. 19:5, “Then Joab came into the 
house to the king, and said, ‘Today you 
have disgraced all your servants who 
today have saved your life, the lives of 
your sons and daughters, the lives of your 
wives and the lives of your concubines,
2 Sam. 19:6, “in that you love your enemies 
and hate your friends. For you have 
declared today that you regard neither 
princes nor servants; for today I perceive 
that if Absalom had lived and all of us had 
died today, then it would have pleased you 
well.”



2 Sam. 19:7, “ ‘Now therefore, arise, go out 
and speak comfort to your servants. For I 
swear by the LORD, if you do not go out, 
not one will stay with you this night. And 
that will be worse for you than all the evil 
that has befallen you from your youth until 
now.’ ”   
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